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What was more important, however, was the method he
used to question their knowledge.

A friend of Socrates asked the priestess of Apollo at
Delphi who the wisest man in the world was. ( @O ) The
oracular reply was that there was no one wiser than Socrates.
( @ ) When Socrates heard about this, he was astounded,
and went to the most knowledgeable people he could find to
try to disprove it. ( 3 ) What he discovered was that these
people only thought they knew a great deal; under
examination, their knowledge was proved to be either limited
or false. ( @ ) He took the standpoint of someone who
knew nothing, and merely asked questions, exposing
contradictions in arguments and gaps in knowledge to
gradually elicit insights. ( (® ) He likened the process to his
mother's profession of midwife, assisting in the birth of
ideas.
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