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Regulations covering scientific experiments on human subjects are stringent. Subjects
must give their informed, written consent, and experimenters must submit their

proposed experiments to rigorous scrutiny by overseeing bodies.

Scientists who experiment on themselves can, functionally if not legally, avoid the
restrictions associated with experimenting on other people. They can also sidestep

most of the ethical issues involved: nobody, presumably, is more aware of an

experiment's potential hazards than the scientist who devised it.

Nonetheless, experimenting on oneself remains deeply problematic. One obvious
drawback is the danger involved; knowing that it exists does nothing to reduce it. A

less obvious drawback is the limited range of data that the experiment can generate.

Human anatomy and physiology vary, in small but significant ways, according to

gender, age, lifestyle, and other factors. | Experimental results derived from a single

subject are, therefore, of limited value; there is no way to know whether the subject’s

responses are typical or atypical of the response of humans as a group.
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In 1843, German economist Wilhelm Roscher explicitly raised the issue of the need to
use the historical method in economics, the essential element of which should be a

comparative approach.

Roscher argued that economic behaviours are dependent on their historical and social
context, causes that in their studies should be used not only in an economic but also

a historical and sociological approach.

The first task of a researcher is therefore to immerse oneself in history to get as wide
a knowledge of economic facts as possible, and on that basis determine the

relationship between the economy and society.

This explains why so much effort of the representatives of the so-called older historical
school, notably Bruno Hildebrand and Karl Knies, focused on describing the stages of

the historical development of society.

There is often talk of the methodological assumption common to most representatives
of this school of thought, shared by their English counterparts, which was a denial of
the existence of universally valid economic laws in conjunction with the emphasis on
the importance of individual facts.
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A paradoxical effect of better communications has been social fragmentation and

isolation. Social contact is a fundamental human need. We are social animals.
Technological innovation has contributed relentlessly to the isolation of people from
one another. As the increasing frequency of people dying alone reveals, all is not well
in modern society. Today there are many new ways in which people are able to lead
rich and fulfilling social lives. And yet the social fabric that connected people at the
local, geographical level has largely disappeared. And the trend towards social
fragmentation just keeps on increasing. Many technological changes were introduced
in the name of efficiency and time-saving for the consumer. It is more convenient if
you can do your banking online from home. But the unforeseen side effect is | to
chip away at our exposure to social contact |. Perhaps the most serious consequence
is that convenient technologies are fragmenting the social networks that reinforce
important moral, ethical and social values.
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Directness and honesty are qualities that our society values highly. We expect people
to be who they say they are and tell us the truth about themselves. Before the
advent of computers, anyone who used an assumed name was thought to be hiding
something disreputable. Inexperienced computer users may continue to feel this way
about online contacts. Because so many of the cues that we use to evaluate people
are missing in cyberspace, computer users need to understand that virtual meeting
places are different from face-to-face contacts. Until we have good reason to know
and trust the people behind the instant message pop-up or the chat room screen, we
should

remain anonymous | and it is not dishonest to do so.
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As the health of the social body began to change, hospitals became the primary
institutions to care for the sick and monitor the passage from life to death. The
dramatic rise in the number of hospitals across the country and their increasing
control over the health of the nation contributed to the separation of death from
everyday life. As doctors achieved professional dominance in the practice of medicine
in the early decades of the twentieth century, hospitals emerged as the principal site
for the diagnosis and treatment of patients. In the words of one social historian,
“Whereas doctors came to patients in the 1870s, by the 1920s, patients increasingly
came to doctors. Over this time span, the American hospital changed in size and
clientele. An 1873 survey counted 178 hospitals, about 50 of which were institutions
for the mentally ill. A 1923 tabulation listed 6,830, or an increase of about 3,800
percent” While this change was most dramatic in the urban landscape, it also
occurred gradually in rural areas. It should be no surprise that one consequence was
an increase in the number of deaths away from home, the traditional place for end of
life scenarios.
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multiple theories of the nature of art.

Some portray the learner as a lone individual trying to make sense of a work of art
or, for that matter, the world. Others picture learners as living within a social or
cultural context from which knowledge derives its meaning. Such different views of the

learner | have consequences for teaching the arts |.

At the same time, if works of art are to be understood in terms of their social and . g
interpretation 344
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cultural origins and purposes, then it would make sense to integrate the knowledge of

the artwork into those subjects, such as the social studies or history, where knowledge
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But if works of art are thought of as autonomous structures whose meaning is set by
the artist, where there is one "objective” or “right” interpretation, independent of its
social context, then it might make more sense to pair this conception of art with the
view of the learner as a lone individual.
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Communal living became a necessity because the community and the division of
labour through which all individuals subordinate themselves to the group, ensured the
continued existence of the species. Only division of labour (which is another way of
saying civilization) is capable of ensuring that the tools of survival are available to
humankind. Only after they had learned about the division of labour did humans learn
how to assert themselves. | Consider the difficulties of childbirth and the extraordinary
care necessary for keeping a child alive during its infancy! 1 This prolonged care and
attention could only be exercised where division of labour existed. Think of the
number of illnesses and disorders that human flesh is heir to, particularly in infancy,
and you have some conception of the inordinate amount of care each human life
demands, and some understanding of the need for communal living. The community is
the best guarantor of the continued existence of human beings!
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